Bibtex4Word

BibTex4Word is an add-in for Microsoft Word that allows the citation of references from a BibTex database. BibTex4Word will insert a bibliography into your document using your choice formatting style.

Copyright Notice

This program is free software; you can redistribute it and/or modify it under the terms of the GNU General Public License as published by the Free Software Foundation; either version 2 of the License, or (at your option) any later version. This program is distributed in the hope that it will be useful, but WITHOUT ANY WARRANTY; without even the implied warranty of MERCHANTABILITY or FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE. See the GNU General Public License for more details.

You can obtain a copy of the GNU General Public License from ftp://prep.ai.mit.edu/pub/gnu/COPYING-2.0 or by writing to Free Software Foundation, Inc.,675 Mass Ave, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA.
Prerequisites

1. Install MikTex (http://www.miktex.org/) and use the MikTex package manager to install any style files that you want to use (see below). You need to ensure that bibtex.exe is included in the search PATH but this should happen automatically during installation.

2. Alternatively, if you are really short of disk space, you can probably just install BibTex (without the rest of MikTex) making sure that it is included in the search PATH and that it can find its style files. I expect this is all quite easy but I haven’t tried it.

3. Install a BibTex manager. I recommend JabRef (http://jabref.sourceforge.net/) but there are several others available.
Installation

1. Download the latest version from http://www.ee.ic.ac.uk/hp/staff/dmb/perl/bibtex4word.dot and, if you want the documentation, http://www.ee.ic.ac.uk/hp/staff/dmb/perl/bibtex4word.doc
Note that the version number currently installed is displayed in the title of the [image: image1.bmp] dialog box.

2. Copy bibtex4word.dot into C:\Documents and Settings\*\Application Data\Microsoft\Word\STARTUP

3. Optionally set environment variables BIBFILE and BIBSTYLE to default values for the bibtex database and bibtex style. Example: BIBFILE=C:\data\file.bib, BIBSTYLE=plain

Uninstallation

1. Just remove bibtex4word.dot from C:\Documents and Settings\*\Application Data\Microsoft\Word\STARTUP

Toolbar
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	Insert one or more comma-separated citations enclosed in square brackets.

You can either specify the BibTex keys directly or else can search the BibTex file for entries that contain specific words by using a search expression of the form:

“:word1 word2 A:author T:title B:booktitle J:journal K:keywords”

The field specifiers “:”, “A:”, etc apply to all subsequent search terms until a new specifier is given. Searches and BibTex keysare case-insensitive.
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	The first time you press this, a bibliography is inserted at the cursor position. Subsequently, pressing this button will update the bibliography.

If you format the first entry of the bibliography (e.g. by adding a hanging indent or applying a Word style) then this format will be applied to the entire bibliography whenever it is updated.
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	Toggles the display of citations within the text between their labels (e.g. [1], [2] etc) and their BibTex keys. When the file is printed (or whenever fields are updated) then the entries will revert to their labels.
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	Allows you to select the bibtex style that should be used to generate the bibliography (see below for examples). The style name is not case sensitive.

Not all the available styles are included in the standard MikTex installation so you may need to use  the MikTex package manager to download exotic formats.

If you set the environment variable BIBSTYLE to a style name (e.g. “plain”, “alpha” or “IEEEtran”) then this style will be used as the default.
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	Allows you to select the BibTex database that should be searched for references. At present you are not allowed to use multiple databases.

If you set the environment variable BIBFILE to the full path of a database (e.g. “C:\dir\file.bib”), then this will be used by default.
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	Creates a new BibTex database file containing only the entries that are cited in the current document.

For obscure Microsoft reasons, the file dialog box has to use one of the standard Word file extensions (I have chosen .MHT) but the file will nevertheless be saved with the correct .BIB extension. A side-effect of this is that you will not be able to see whether or not the file you specify exists already. You will however be warned before overwriting an existing file.


Temporary Files

BibTex4Word creates four temporary files in the folder defined by the TEMP environment variable (typically F:\Documents and Settings\*\Local Settings\Temp). These files have the fixed names: bibtex4word.{aux, bbl, blg, log}. They are not deleted automatically but will be overwritten each time the bibliography is updated.
Mike Brookes,

Imperial College London

February 2006
